Junior Cycle Religious Education
Newsletter - November 2021
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Dear RE Colleagues,

Welcome to the November edition of the Junior
Cycle RE newsletter. Over the coming months, we
will continue to explore the 8 Principles of Junior
Cycle and how they emerge in the RE classroom. In
this month’s edition, we highlight some important
dates for your diary. We will also consider technol-
ogy in the classroom and offer various articles with
a focus on RE and the Arts.

Upcoming November events and celebrations
from the interfaith calendar:

1st CBA 1 window opens

2nd All Souls’ Day (Christian)

4th Diwali (Hinduism)
6th COP26 - Global Day of Action

29th Hanukah begins (Judaism)

The recording of our webinar from Monday 18th
October is now available online. It has been edited
into three parts and we have uploaded a supporting
document with links to the resources mentioned on
the night. The three parts with the links document
can be found in the Webinars section under the Re-
sources tab here

Junior

for teachers

@‘ © 00

@ www.jct.ie

An tSraith Shéisearach do Mhlinteair

JuniorCYCLE

for teachers

B2 info@ijct.ie

Sample Assessment Iltems

The SEC have provided a sample paper for Junior
Cycle RE. A copy will be sent to all schools and is
available to download here.

We also have the NCCA sample
assessment questions available
to guide us with assessment of
the specification:

Junior Cycle Final Examination
Sample Paper

Religious Education

Common Level

https://curriculumonline.ie/
getmedia/7136387d-ee39-47a3-
al19b-aac9aac6fa7f/Religious-
Education-Assessment-Questions.pdf

2 hours
360 marks

Our action verbs poster might also be helpful
when reviewing the sample assessment material:

https://jct.ie/perch/resources/religiousedu/re-all-
action-verbs-poster-b.pdf
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and Flexibility. Regard-

Junior Cycle Principles: Choice and Flexibility

ing this principle, the Framework for Junior Cycle
(2015), page 11, notes:

The school’s junior cycle programme is broad
enough to offer a wide range of learning experi-
ences to all, and flexible enough to offer choice to
meet the needs of students.

This particular principle applies to the whole cur-
riculum, including RE.
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Choice and Flexibility in RE

Throughout the RE Specification, students are giv-
en the opportunity to engage IETIES 0,
with the five major world reli- |

gions. Allowing our students |==

the choice and flexibility to re-

search the major world reli-|

gions is an example of this|-

principle in action.

In doing this, they may also |

become more understanding

and respectful of those who *

hold differing beliefs whilst being offered the op-
portunity to reflect more deeply about their own.
The virtual visits poster, for example, on our web-
site provides students with a chance to engage
with a variety of sacred spaces associated with
the five major world religions:

religious-education-virtual-visits-poster-pows.pdf

Technology in the Classroom

Word Clouds are visual displays of the most prom-
inent or frequent words in a body

of text. Typically, a word

cloud will ignore the most

common words in the language

(“a”, “an”, “the” etc) with the re-

maining words displayed in a

“cloud” depicting the relative frequency of partic-
ular words.

They offer a number of possibilities in the class-
room, for example, a fun visualization for brain-
storming and discussion or as an active learning
strategy to engage particularly visual learners.

They can also be used to summarize topics to de-
velop understanding and can challenge students
to show comprehension of a complex topic by
summarizing it into a single word. As well as this,
they can be used for formative assessment as a
way to reflect on content from a previous class.
See Mentimeter or Wordcloud to create them.
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RE and the Arts: Religious themes in films
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