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Dear RE Colleagues,

Welcome to the February edition of the Junior Cy-
cle RE newsletter. Our RE cluster days have begun
and it is great to hear so much positive feedback
from teachers sharing their experiences of Junior
Cycle RE on these days. This month we are focusing
on the Junior Cycle principle Learning to Learn. We
also have an exciting update about our collabora-
tion with Chester Beatty Library.

Upcoming February events and celebrations
from the interfaith calendar:

1st Saint Brigid’s Day - Christianity
1st World Hijab Day - Islam
14th  St. Valentine's Day - Christianity

15th

Nirvana Day - Buddhism

Our CPD cluster days continue to run up until the
end of March where we will further explore assess-
ment in Junior Cycle RE. The following video is a
guide to preparing for your online cluster day:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sePOmOH xTk

If you wish to print the booklet in advance or if you
have already been with us and want to revisit the
material, you will find all our material here:

https://www.jct.ie/religious education/cpd works
hops 2021 2022
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Junior Cycle SEC Examinations

The Minister for Education Norma Foley TD on 1
February announced that the Junior Cycle SEC
examinations will take place this summer, for the
first time since 2019. Further information in rela-
tion to Junior Cycle 2022 can be found here
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Junior Cycle Principles: Learning to Learn

This month, we will focus on the key principle
Learning to Learn. The Framework for Junior Cycle
(2015), page 11,
speaks about the
need to “support
students in devel-
oping greater inde-
pendence in learn-
ing and in meeting ‘ \
the chllengesof (Y g
life beyond school, e ion
of further educa-

tion, and of working life.”
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Learning to learn in RE encourages students to un-
derstand themselves better as learners and help
them to become more confident, connected and
engaged in their learning. As RE teachers, there-
fore, we aim to put the student at the centre of
the teaching and learning by developing more ac-
tive and collaborative learning opportunities for
students. In doing this, we create a balance be-
tween the development of the subject knowledge
and the development of key skills.

The JCIS has a number of learner-centred and ex-
periential strategies that RE teachers can draw
upon to promote greater collaborative and inde-
pendent learning opportunities for students. They
are available for download on https://ict.ie/jcis/
classroom_strategies.
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Chester Beatty Library Resources

The Chester Beatty Learning and Education Depart-
ment has collaborated with the Junior Cycle Reli-
gious Education Team and co-produced a number
of learning resources for the RE
curriculum.

These include access to an updated
resource Ways of Seeing Il, tailor-
made for the Junior Cycle curricu-
lum; online image bank and a dedicated space with
information on core areas of
the curriculum.

Follow the link below to ac-
cess these resources:

https://chesterbeatty.ie/learning/schools-
page/junior-cycle-religious-education/

Technology in the Classroom

Podcasts are spoken word, audio episodes, all fo-
cused on a particular topic or theme and a great
way of increasing student engagement in the RE
classroom. Getting students to make their own RE
podcasts can be an effective way to consolidate
their knowledge.

Podcasts can also be used to provide information in
a fun and entertaining way and extend student
learning with critical links across the learning out-
comes of the RE specification.

Instead of relying solely on written material, pod-
casts can allow students—particularly those with
visual impairments or learning difficulties— more
options in how they work and complete assign-
ments.

Overall, as a digital learning tool, ( )
podcasts are an effective way
to take in and present infor-

mation which can help keep stu-
dents engaged for longer.
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