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Dear RE Colleagues,
Welcome to February’s edition of the Religious

Education newsletter. Our Key Skill this month is
Managing information and thinking, as an im-
portant skill for students to develop and one that
they can demonstrate through CBA1l. As some of
you are currently engaging with CBA1 we have
included useful reminders and links to support
you at this time.

Dates for your diary — February 2021

February events and celebrations from the interfaith
calendar

1st St. Brigid’s Day
Christianity

World Hijab Day
Islam

Nirvana Day
Buddhism

St. Valentine's Day
Christianity

Lent begins
Christianity

Quote of the month

the greatest potential for
doing good,; both for one-
self and others.”

- Dadai Lamov

The key skill of managing information and thinking is
essential for students throughout their learning jour-
ney and especially during the completion of their
CBAs. With this in mind, our key focus this month is
to give our students the ability to

engage with the following:

o Being curious

o Gathering, recording,
organising and evalu-
ating information and
data

. Thinking creatively and
critically

. Using digital technolo-
gy to access, manage
and share content.

In order to support the facilitation of CBA1 teachers
can find a suite of resources including a webinar that
profiles the preparation of Classroom Based Assess-
ment 1

on the JCT.ie website under the tab for Religious Ed-
ucation.

Furthermore, a PDF overview has been developed to
lucidly give an overview of the possible ways to se-
lect a ‘person of commitment’ and also the learning
outcomes that are applicable to CBA 1.

Other PDF resources include the features of quality
and grade descriptors; CBA 1 FAQ sheet; Four stag-
es activity sheet; 9 step interview process; and a CBA
1 Reflection organiser.

Please click here or alternatively:
https://jct.ie/religious education/assessment
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Technology tips

Given that we find ourselves teaching online we
continue to provide practical applications that can
be used with your students, in this case to help
manage information and thinking.

@ edleZZIe https://edpuzzle.com/

Edpuzzle is an easy-to-
use platform allowing teachers to engage every
student, one video at a time.

With Edpuzzle, you can make any video your les-
son in three easy steps:

1) Find a video on YouTube, upload your own or
re-use a video lesson created by another teacher.
2) Then, edit the video to create your lesson. Rec-
ord your voice to personalize it, and hold your stu-
dents accountable by embedding questions in the
video.

3) Assign the video to your students and check
their progress in real time while they learn at their
own pace.

Ultimately, this application engages students with
self-paced learning whilst reinforcing ownership
and accountability in their learning journey.

This strategy gives students a structure to sum-

Suggested strategy for managing information

and thinking Mindmap (using Coggle)

marise and represent visually what they have
learned. It improves long-term memory of factual
information and again supports the key skill of
managing information and thinking.

Following the teaching of a top-
ic Coggle could be used to sum-
marise, organise and visualise
the topic. It could also be used
as a brainstorming exercise to
summarise prior knowledge at
the beginning of a topic. Please
click here for the link to the
Mindmap strategy on JCT.ie
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