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 Step Up Project
The DES Inspectorate and Junior Cycle for Teachers (JCT) are delighted to
launch, as part of the School Excellence Fund (SEF) initiative, a project entitled
‘Step Up". The overarching aim of the SEF Step Up Project is to support schools
already at an effective level of practice to move to a highly effective level of
implementation of the Framework for Junior Cycle (2015) with a view to
improving learner outcomes. Schools participating in the project will be
required to take a school self-evaluation approach to reviewing their current
implementation of the Framework in one or more of three specific subject
areas: English, Business Studies and Science. Support for the project will be
provided by the Inspectorate and JCT. Inspectors and JCT personnel will work
collaboratively to provide support and advice to the selected schools throughout
the project. Application forms and further details about the project are available

on the Announcements section of www.jct.ie
K Applications must be submitted by 14:00pm on Friday, 15th June 2018. /

CPD Workshops for
Principals and Deputy

Principals

Moving beyond marks and grades
- a new way of reporting learning

y Follow us on twitter @ JCforTeachers - We currently
have over 12,000 followers and growing.

Dr. Padraig Kirk

Samhradh,
Samhradh:
scith,
suaimhneas,

sult!




The Creative Ireland Programme (2017-
2022) and JCT are delighted to present a
series of professional development
workshops for teachers to support
engagement with the arts and learning in
Junior Cycle. The workshops embody the
principles and key skills which underpin the
Framework (2015) for Junior Cycle and
provide teachers with practical, creative
methodologies to use in their classrooms.
This initiative is guided by the principles
expressed in the Arts in Education Charter.

Hugely successful launch of Arts
in Junior Cycle Spring 2018
In Spring of this year, JCT English Advisors
and respected artists/arts facilitators from
the world of theatre and film facilitated
teachers in an immersive, creative
professional learning experience through
elective workshops that provided a fresh
approach to teaching drama extracts, film,
Shakespeare and critical engagement with
multi-modal texts. The workshops took place
on Saturdays in April and May 2018 in a
number of Education Centres and it is
intended to expand the variety and

Na blalaisna sa tSraith Shsisearach

geographical reach of these workshops in
the autumn.

Elective summer workshops for
teachers of Junior Cycle Visual Art
The JCT Visual Art team, in collaboration
with the Design and Crafts Council of Ireland
(DCCol), look forward to facilitating a
summer CPD programme for teachers of
Visual Art. This elective two-day programme
will provide teachers with opportunities to
engage with learning outcomes in the new
Junior Cycle Visual Art specification. Using a
hands-on approach, teachers will experience
a range of methodologies and techniques to
support the investigation and exploration of

the five visual art elements.

The DCCol will draw on their education
panel of trained designers/makers for this
summer school.  These designers/makers
will model the ideation process, working
from a stimulus, exploring possibilities,
problem solving and developing ideas to
assist in the realisation of an artistic output.
Through a combination of site visits,
conversation-based and practical workshops
this programme will provide visual art

teachers with space and time to engage with
their own practice and to support
understanding of Junior Cycle Visual Art.

To register, please go to: www.jctregistration.ie

Coming in Autumn 2018

In Autumn 2018, as part of the Arts in Junior
Cycle initiative, JCT look forward to
communicating details of elective workshops
for teachers in both Music and Gaeilge. |
réimse na Gaeilge, tathar ag suil le
ceardlanna roghnacha ar ghnéithe éagstla
de na healaiona, idir na taibh-ealaiona agus
na healaiona scriofa, a chur ar fail in ionaid
oideachais éagsula ar fud na tire. Seolfar a
thuilleadh eolais faoi seo chuig muinteoiri
Gaeilge sa bhfomhar.

Also in the Autumn, JCT and DCCol are
excited to announce a further initiative for
teachers of Visual Art and their students to
collaborate  directly  with  practicing
designers/makers on a project that will focus
on the front-end of the artistic process.
Further details on this initiative will be sent
to schools at the start of the 2018/2019
academic year.

Key SKkills in Action in the 21st Century Classroom

On the 6th February 2018 in the Killashee
Hotel, Naas, JCT organised a joint seminar
with the NCCA entitled Leadership for
Learning: Key Skills in Action in the
21st Century Classroom.

This was part of a series of JCT/NCCA
joint seminars under the banner of
‘Leadership for Learning. The primary
purpose of February's seminar was to
share and discuss the learning from two
EU projects, the ATS 2020 (Assessment of
Transversal Skills) project co-ordinated by
JCT, and the Co-Lab project, co-ordinated
by NCCA. The ATS 2020 project was a 3-
year Erasmus + research project
exploring the development of key skills
and the use of technology to enhance
and support teaching, assessment and
learning.

Dr. Helen Barrett, formerly of the
College of Education at the University of
Alaska, Anchorage, provided the key note
address: ‘Know Thyself: ePortfolios and
Reflective Stories of Deep Learning’. Dr.
Barrett, a pioneer in the area of
ePortfolios, provided the audience with
practical insights regarding their use and
application for teaching, assessment,
learning and reporting in the Junior Cycle
classroom.

Professor Deirdre Butler from DCU’s
Institute of Education facilitated a
workshop focusing on collaboration and
the development of collaborative tasks.
The afternoon of the conference was a
shared learning session, with students
and teachers from the two European
projects exploring their experience in

dialogue with attendees.

As with all previous JCT/NCCA joint
seminars, the day provided an
opportunity to reflect on the
presentations and consider how teaching,
assessment and learning can be
supported and developed in the 21st
century classroom.

Dr Helen Barrett (USA), John Hurley, H2_Learning,
Sinéad Tuohy, JCT and Dr. Pddraig Kirk, JCT Director

Teachers at STE(A)M in Junior Cycle
workshops around Ireland —

doing Science work and having Science
fun!!

STE(A)M in Junior Cycle'CPD 2017/18

In conjunction with our STE(A)M partners, JCT Science developed five elective CPD days for
Science teachers. These workshops ran across 10 Saturdays, beginning in November 2017
and concluding in March 2018. With CPD offerings in Dublin, Meath, Cork, Wexford, Carrick-
On-Shannon, Galway, Limerick and Athlone, this was a nationwide initiative. The titles of the
workshops offered were:

Scientists at Work
The Scientists' Dilemma

Sustainability
The ‘H’ Factor

"One small step..."

Across these workshops, teachers were invited to consider the interplay between STEM and
societal advancement, using creative and critical dialogue as a lens through which to consider
the consequences of the choices we make, and the role of Science in informing those choices.
Issues that teachers engaged with included bioethics, sustainability in terms of energy, plastics
and ecosystems, and the ethics of space technologies providing greater and better data on
Earth and its inhabitants. All workshops were developed to align with the learning outcomes
of Junior Cycle Science, with an overarching focus in all workshops on Nature of Science
Learning Outcomes 1 and 10. As teachers considered the role our humanity plays in
advancing society through STEM, it led to a deeper appreciation of how scientists work, and
the personal, social and global importance of the role of science in society.

Resources for STE(A)M in Junior Cycle workshops are available on the JCT website www.jct.ie

The future
STE(A)M in Junior Cycle workshops will continue in the 2018/19 academic year, with an
exciting new approach - all of our workshops will be interdisciplinary in nature.

Teachers of subjects like Science, Geography, History, Maths and Home Economics will be
invited to the same CPD day, where they will be invited to collaborate within and across their
subject disciplines to engage with societal issues and challenges. We look forward to working
\With our teacher colleagues as we move full STE(A)M ahead in the new year!

CUkole School Vil




