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Structure of the Day and Key Documents 
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Putting it all Together: Why Assessment? 

‘Junior Cycle educa0on places students at the centre of the 
educa0onal experience’ 

…Music Specifica-on, p.3 

‘Learning Outcomes are for three years and describe what 
knowledge, understanding, skills and values students should 
be able to demonstrate having studied music in junior cycle’ 

…Music Specifica-on, p.15 

 

‘Junior cycle places a strong emphasis on assessment as part 
of the learning process’ 

…Music Specifica-on, p.19 

 

‘...dis0nct markers in the student’s learning journey’ 
…Music Specifica-on, p.19 
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‘Assessment focuses not just on how the 

student has done in the past but on next steps 

for further learning.  

This approach will ensure that assessment 

takes place as close as possible to the point of 

learning’ 

…Music Specifica-on, p.19 
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Putting it all Together: Assessment to Support Learning 

‘While different techniques may be employed for forma0ve, 

diagnos0c and summa0ve purposes, the focus of the assessment and 

repor0ng is on the improvement of student learning. To do this it 

must fully reflect the aim of the curriculum’ 

…Music Specifica-on, p.19 

 

‘…the focus of this assessment ac0vity will be on the 

crea0on of a set of musical composi0ons.’  

…Music Specifica-on, p.21 

 

‘…the student will prepare a programme note to 

inform an audience on the content of their upcoming 

performance which itself will comprise the prac0cal 

examina0on’  

…Music Specifica-on, p.22 

 

‘Technical control, musicality and fluency will be 

assessed. The standard will reflect what can be 

aJained in three years of class-based tui0on’  

…Music Specifica-on, p.23 

 

‘During this assessment, students will be required to 
engage with, demonstrate comprehension of, and 

provide wriJen responses to s0mulus material’ 
…Music Specifica-on, p.24 

 

Classroom-Based Assessment 1: Composition Portfolio 

 

 

 

The Practical Examination 

 

 

 

Classroom-Based Assessment 2: Programme Note 

 

 

 

The Written Examination 
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Activity 1: Find evidence of the Composition Portfolio, Programme Note, Practical and 

Written Examination inside the aim of our specification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Junior Cycle Music aims to… 

‘contribute to the development of ar0s0c awareness and understanding, self-expression, 

self-esteem, imagina0on and mul0cultural sensi0vity, and therefore, to the development of 

the whole person. Students will develop the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary 

to produce and engage with authen0c and original music, that is both theirs and the music 

of others. In doing so, they will develop the music literacy, cri0cal skills and language 

necessary to engage with today’s musical world.’ 
                                                                                                                                      …Music Specifica-on, p. 6 

 

 

  

 

Composition Portfolio 
 

 

 

Programme Note 
 

 

 

Practical Examination 
 

 

 

Written Examination 
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Activity 2: Consider the description for each of the three assessment types outlined 

below. Match each description to its correct Assessment title 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Activity 3: Now consider how each of these assessments can support learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Putting it all Together: Types of Assessment 

Assessment 3 

…evaluates student 
learning at the end of a 

period of learning. It 
summarises the students’ 

achievements and 
determines the degree to 
which the students have 

demonstrated 
understanding of that 

learning 

Assessment 2 

…diagnoses the strengths 
and / or areas of need in 

students prior to a 
learning ac:vity 

 

Assessment 1 

…gathers evidence of 
learning during the 

learning process and is 
used to adapt teaching to 

meet student needs. It 
permits teachers and 

students to collect 
informa:on about 

student progress and 
suggest next steps 

1. Through… 
• sharing learning 

intentions 
• designing effective 

discussions, tasks, 
activities 

• providing meaningful 
feedback  

• activating students as 
learning resources for 
one another  

• activating students as 
owners of their own 
learning 

2. Through… 
• acknowledging the 

prior learning  
• identifying and 

providing appropriate 
pedagogical 
approaches necessary 
to scaffold the learning 
to meet the individual 
learning needs of 
students  

3. Through… 
• measuring the 

learning from across 
the 36 learning 
outcomes 
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Activity 4: SEC Published Sample Paper: What have you noticed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Putting it all Together: Evidencing the Learning 

 
One thing 

that is 
familiar 

One thing 
that is              
new 

One 
quesKon you 

may have 

‘Assessment involves gathering, interpre0ng and using informa0on about 

the processes and outcomes of learning. 

It takes different forms and can be used in a variety of ways’ 

…Music Specifica-on, p.19 
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Activity 5: In your virtual music departments, answer the following questions 
## 

What learning is referenced here? What prior learning will have informed this 
learning? 

Question 6 

 
 

Question 5 

 
 

Question 4 

 
 

Question 3 

 
 

Question 2 

 
 

Question 1 

 
 

 

Activity 7: In your virtual music departments, design a sample assessment item to 
evidence the learning inherent in learning outcome 3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Departmental Conversations 
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Activity 6: Design a Unit of Learning 

Year: Third       DuraKon of Unit: 3 weeks                 Date: 2nd October 

Context/Prior Learning: This unit is for a third-year class of 22 students of which 2 students are 
par6cipa6ng in the Level 2 Learning Programmes. 
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Music Departmental Conversations: Planning for Learning 

LEARNING OUTCOMES IN FOCUS – What learning outcomes will inform this unit?  

 

 
INTENDED LEARNING – WHAT will the Learning be about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3 make a study of a par1cular contemporary or historical musical style; analyse its structures and use of musical 
devices, and describe the influence of other styles on it 
L2LPs: Communica1on and literacy 1.4 Express personal opinions, facts and feelings appropriately e.g. expressing 
an opinion on a television programme, relate news from their weekend 
L2LPs: Communica1on and literacy 1.25 Listen to a range of music and respond by discussing thoughts and feelings 
e.g. favourite singer and say why they like their music 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING EXPERIENCES – HOW this learning will take place? 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING – How I will KNOW this learning has taken place? 
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Activity 8: In considering how you currently plan for assessing your students, do you 
agree and/or disagree with the following statements taken from Looking at Our School 

2016? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual Teacher Planning for Learning 

Reflection 

 

 

 

 

ReflecKng on the learning so far, what one acKon might you take 
on your return to school? Consider why this is a priority for you 

co-create 
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Teaching and Learning 
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Teaching and Learning 
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Teaching and Learning 
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Teaching and Learning 
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Putting it all Together: Reporting 

‘Repor0ng needs to go beyond grades and marks and should be 

seen as a means of sharing progress in learning between 

teachers, students and parents’  

…NCCA Repor-ng Booklet, p.6  

Language of Reporting  

 

 

 

 

Language of the Final Examination  
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Reflection 

For all Junior Cycle Supports, visit www.jct.ie 
 

ReflecKng further on the learning, what one acKon 
might you take on your return to school? 

features of quality? 
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Notes:  
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For all queries 
please contact 

info@jct.ie 

For all informa6on 
please go to our 

website: www.jct.ie 

Follow us on TwiCer   
@JCforTeachers 
@JctMusicEdu 

 

To join our mailing list 
please go to www.jct.ie 

Director’s Office: 
LMETB 
Chapel Street 
Dundalk 

Administra?ve Office: 
Monaghan Ed. Centre 
Armagh Road 
Monaghan 
www.metc.ie   

Keep the conversation going! 


