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Key Skills

» Managing information
and thinking

Classification

Managing myself
Communicating

Eeing literate

This strategy allows students to demonstrate
an understanding of relationships between
things and helps them clarify concepts.

Being reative

ing with others

Used collaboratively, students develop

communication skills and can deepen their

understanding of the topic in hand.

Fre-prepared list of categories and
distingushing features fo

category

Select a number of categaries within a topic.

Identify the features that distinguish one category from another e_g. Irsh History:

Hunter Gatherers and the First Farmers nomadic v settled, Temporary dwellings v
Wiattle and Daub houses, Wild nuts and berries vs Cultivated crops.

Ask the students to draw a table in their copies. Arrange students in groups of 4
The number of columns, 2 or more, will depend on the number of categories around a desk

within the topic

The number of rows will depend on the number of distinguishing features of each

category.

Students are then asked to classify the distinguishing features under the correct
category heading. Assessment

Students should be able to defend their choices, identify items that don't fit and

explain their reasoning. Observe student understanding of
This is 3 useful strategy to use at the beginning of a lesson to test prior knowledge material and inform future lessons
or after learning about categories and dassification or when a unit is completed to

reviewy concepts and terms.

Supporting Homework

Classification is central 1o all the sciences. 1t is also relevant to aspects of historny,

geography, home-economics e1c. By developing their abili
Structuring this activity in groups provides a means of improved communication classify information studen

and organisation of information for students. a greater understanding
Move around each group to ensure they are on task. cin hand thus enabling
To further develop students understanding once they have clasified the items them to apply the information to
into groups ask them to identify the features that distinguish one category higher order questions

from anather.

&n tararth shedsearach e My

Further Information .J UI"II'D

Further reading and support on implementing forteachers
this strateqy is available on W jct.ie




Facts/Falsehoods

Gives all students an opportunity to evaluate a
series of statements which the teacher and/or
other students devise and decide on whether
they are true or false.

After a section of content has been taught the teacher can devise a sefies of
guestions to which the answer is true or fake.

In growps fopticnal), the students could also be asked to devise 3 guestions on the
content. The teacher could refine the questions to compile a list.

The list of questions are given out to the class and completed on an indwidual or
group basis.

Statements are written with two columns &t the end, one marked True, one
marked False

#As students go dowwn through the questions they place a tick in the true or false
codumin.

At the end of the activity the students-peer assess their wiork

Time is allowwed for individual students to receve clarification on answers.

#  Be specific with your time.

= PBdove around each group to ensure they are on task

= This activity could be used as a quick method to gawge student understanding of &
topic; the teacher can then address any areas that need attention.

Further Infarmaticn
Further reading and support on implementing
this strategy is available on www.|ct.ie

Key Skills

Managing information
and thimking

Managing myself
Communicating
Being literate

Workimg with others

Resources

» FactFabehood question sheet

Room Layout

task in groups

Assessment

at the end of the activity

Supporting Homework

Based on the list of «

from the facts ar

teacher can a hi ghnr
order question for homework




This is a cooperative learning activity. Students form a
home team and are set a home team problem. They break up
into ‘expert groups’ and gain expert knowledge that feeds
into the overall problem. Just as in a jigsaw puzzle, each
student's part is essential for the completion and full
understanding of the home team problem.

ThE‘ redason thlE ﬂ'!:ti'l.l'it"lf' i5 S50 HOME TLAMS | gaegmr 'I"!_l.".l SOME TEAMS

effective is that each student’s o
part of the puzzle is essential,

empowering them as experts

and challenging them to be

accountable to the home team.

Divide the class into growps of 4.5 or 6 (depending on how many pieces you want
in the pigsaav). This is the home tearn.

Assign these roles: Recorder, Time Keeper, Reporter & Manager.

Present the home team with an overall problem to be sokwed. This could be in the
forrn of a guestion or & scenano that nesds to be inestigated.

Break students up into ‘expert groups’, ideally at stations around the room if space
alboras

Students gain knowledge at their expert stations which feeds into the home team
problem. This knowledge could be gained throwgh reading of information and
extracting key points or by solving a mini-problem.

After students have gained expert knowledge, re-form the home team. Get
students to share their expert knowledge. Finally, they wse the expsert knowledge
to solve the owerall probdem.

The recorder keeps notes for the growp, the manager ensures the group stays on
task and that everyone has an input, the reporter gives feedback to the class on
the group's decisions

*  Float from group to group, observing the process. If any group is having trouble
te.g., a member is dominating or disruptive), make an appropriate intersention.
Eventually, it's best for the manager to handle this task. Managers can be frained
by whisperning an instruction on how to intervene, wntil they get the hang of it.

Be comfortable with letting the growps get on with the work. You may find that as
students take on their espert roles, they will be highly motivated to complete thieir
wiark individually.

At the end of the session, give a quiz on the material so that stedents quickly
coime 1o realise that thess sessions are not just fun and games but really count.
Allow time for discussion with students.

Remind Time Keepers to foous on mane than just the end time.

Further Information
Further reading and support on implemeanting
this strategy is avallable on www jct.ie

panaging information
amd thindking

»  Managing myself

» Being literate

Working with others

Resources

» Home tean oblem shests

Groups of 4, 5 or 6 students at
each desk
Expert stations ideally distributed

around the room

h individually and
out the activity

Supporting Homework

Herme work can be inforrmed by

unio




Mindmap-Coggle

This strateqy gives students a structure to
summarise and represent visually what they have
learned. It improves long-term memory of factual
information.

After teaching a topic coggle could be used to
summarise, organise and visualise the topic. It
could also be used as a brainstorming exercise to
summarise prior knowledge at the beginning of
a topic.

Bafore class, login 1o www.eogale.it and prepare a sample mind map to show as
an example to the students

Show this te the whole dass usng a data projector and demonstrate its features
Yo could abso show the followeng wdeo hittpsef/ goo.glhdBa23 which
demansirates the features of coggle in 1 min.

Bring studenits to the IT room.

Al students for i groups of 2) login wa web browser wasswoooogle.it

Sedect & free plan.

Chick create (prrate diagram)

Mo you are in the coggle work space.

Ask students to create a mind rmap on the chosen toge:

Students select a number of headings and add notes wider each heading to oreate
their cvwn rand map

SILCBLS CAn Wiork il Ther Own OF il pairs 1o develop a mefd mag.

Encouw rage all stwdents 1o create an aocount and add 1o their mend maps as the
progress through the year

Once the students hase a Coggke a0Count 1T Can be used in &5 mary suljects a8
ey wash

Teachers can viess the mand maps 1o obsere whether teach g meeds to be
a-:lame-: |stusdients shane thear e with their teachers LEIng the share featuwne).
Students could present ther mind maps to the rest of the class

A l.'ﬂrlE‘t"' of devices can be used .. tablet, smart phone eic.

Peer assesament can be used where students could Qive each other feediback gn
areas they may have left cut or need to be improved in their mind maps.

Further Infermation
Further reading and swpport on implementing
this strategy is available on WWhWLjct.ie

Key Skills

Managing in for rmation
and thinking

Managing myself
Eeing literate
Eeing creative

Working with others

Resources

Coggle.it (other mind-mapping
toals are availlable online)

Data pro)ectos

IT RoormuSmant PhoneTablet

If using groups, arrange students
in groups of 2

Teadhers can assa

understanding L.
segsment and feedback can glve

£iu ts the opportunity to

IMprose ther mindmaps.

Supporting Homework

& mind map could be used as &
hadme exercise threughout a togic

An tirarth Shanearech
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Peer Assessment Using
Success Criteria

11

. .. Success criteria summarise the

key steps or ingredients the student needs
in order to fulfil the learning intention

- the main things to do, include

or focus on. ™

Shirley Clarke 2010

The teacher states “This project will be complete when ...

Students write phrases that esplain their idea of completeness for the project in
question.

Students pair up and comgare their ideas.

Fairs join with another pair and agree on a list

Caollect the lists from each group of 4.

Refine the ksts to a3 manageable number that the dass agree upon.
Students recond the final list of success oniteria.

At the end of the project the students waork in pairs and apply the agreed
SUCCESS CFiteria 1o their peer's project.

Feedback can be given verbally or in writing depending on the swuooess
criteria.

Hawe a class discussion to agres how peer feedback should be given.
SUCCEES Criteria ane:

- linked to kearning intentions and activity specific.

- discussed and agreed with students prior to undertaking the activity
- a focal point and provide a scaffold for studants while engaged in

thee activity.
- used as 3 bass for feedback and peenself-asessment.

Further Information
Further reading and support on implemanting this
strategy is aveilable on Www.jct.ig

Key Skills

Managing information
and thinking
Managing myself

CormmuneCating

Being literate

Resources

# ‘Whiteboard

Mo specific room layout required,
noweser organising students in
groups of 4 would facilitate the
activity.

chack | st for students to
the project.

Junio

for teachers




Key Skills

» Managing information
amd thinking

Peer Feedback

Managing myself
Communicating
Being literate

Provides students with an opportunity to learn
fromn each other and improve their own work.

This strategy complements Peer Assessment Using Resources
Success Criteria.

» Homework copies

= Sur criteria

Room Layout

Drecide on work that students will complete as homensiork Arrange students in groups of 4

Clan fy weith the students the success criteria for the homework.

Students complete the homework in groups of 4 students read each other's work.
Al enough time for all students to complete this

Students then disouss any differences between the pieces of homework.

They collectively mark each piece of homework using the success criteria agreed m
upon.

They then comment on one thing that the student did well and ocne thing that

could be improved upon Students are peer assessed wsimg

criteria. The teacher can observe
hiow the students apply the sucess

TipS teria to the homewaork,
» of the students’

comments gives further

nto the students unders

af the task and the application of
SLICCESS CRiteria.

Take the time in selecting groups to ensure students are adequately challenged.
#Assign timekeepers in each group and st time limits for each phase of the

strateqy
bdove around each group to ensure they are on task in marking the homeswaork.

Supporting Homework

Students work on an area that
was highlighted by their peers to
be improved upomn.

A ESraith Shdisgarach

Further Information JUH'D
Further reading and support on implemanting this fe
strateqy is available on www.jct.ie




Key Skills
Stop and Jot

Managing information
and thinking

Managing myself

Communicating
This strategy gives students the opportunity to Being fiterate
respond to questions in writing. Asking students HEING GRS
to think and write about what they are learning
promotes retention and comprehension.

Resources

= Pemn

These checks for understanding help students
make sense of what they are learning before
rmoving on in the lesson.

= Copy

Room Layout
Ack students to tithe a page in their copies "Stop Box®.

At least once during a lesson, stop and atk an important question for students to Mo specific room layout required
respond to in their “Stop Box®

Agk students to share one oF twio responses with the dass

These boxes can also serve as a study tool later, highlighting important information

about the topic

Assessment
Tips Check for understanding by

Move around a5 students write to ensure they are on task.

Observe their answers against what you are teaching.

Ltop and kot can be used before introducing new matenal in order to activate prior
knovdedge, during the lesson to make sense of new material and as a check for
understanding, after the lesson to provide cosure, check and darify

understanding. .
Supporting Homework

Stop and Jot allows teachers to
ghlight irr ant as fa

&n 15 ach Shdasearach
Furthes Information L.Ir'l H:}%
Further reading and support on implementing e
this strategy is available on WA jCT. i@




Key Skills

» BManagi nformation

Think. Pair. Share.

and thinking

panaging myself

Communicatimg
This strateqgy is designed to provide students rking with others
time and structure for thinking on a given topic, B
enabling them to develop individual ideas and
share these ideas with a peer.

Beimg creative

Resources

A pre-p
question rl-|-E-.'=|r|r. to the topic

in hand

inform the class that you will ask three students to give their answer 1o the next
question alowd 1o the class. Room Layout

Before you identify which students will be asked, the dass will use the

Think-Pair-Share strategy Arrange students so that they can
Think individually about the answer to a given question. pair off easily

Pair with a partner and discuss the individwal answers

Share ideas with the rest of the dass

osesment 4

= ‘When using this for the first time explain all three steps before asking the Assess for understanding by

Question listening to student responses
Ack a specific higher order question about the text or topic.

Allow adequate time (up to three minutes) to think and answer indnidually.

The time fior pair discussion could be 2 - 5 minutes depending on the question

Allow the students 1o select whao is going to share to the whole class.

Feedback from the whols dass could be collected and students could jot down

this feedback a5 a summary to support homework. 5UF-'F"L'II‘1”'IEI Homework
The pre-planned guestio

used as a written exercise fo
hormework

&n tiraith Shbscarach do M e

Further Information
Further reading and support on implementing
this strategy is available on wianar jct.ie
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.
Ranking Ladder

» Managing information
and thinking

IMILIMCaTInG

Provides all students with an opportunity to Working with others
engage in thinking at the evaluation level of
Bloom's taxonomy.

Being literate

Being creative

A Ranking Ladder requires students to place items

on rungs of a ladder in order from least to most

important, as a group activity it allows students to e

. A shieet of Ad5A3
be challenged as to why they rank one item above Ranking Ladder template
or below another. » List of items to be ranked

Hand out a sheet of paper, 2 marker and a list of items 1o be ranked to sach
groupindividual.

Ask each groupfindividual to draw a ladder on a full page, the member of nungs Room LE}F{}UI
equal 1o the number of iterns to be ranked

Students should discuss the items to be ranked and explain the criteria and justifi- Arrange students around tables in
cation for the placng of each item. groups of 4

Flace the itern considered the least important on the bottom reng of the ladder

Continue placing iterms an the |adder wntil all iterms have been ranked and agreed

upon by the growp.

The ranking ladders can then be displayed in the classroom and form the basis of a

whole class discussion

Tipi A For higher arder thinking

¥ listening to student
Assign one person from sach group & the recorder o
Be clear on how you want the items to be ranked
Move around each group 1o ensure they are on task.
Pre-prepared laminated ranking ladders could be a useful resownce 1o be wed in
future classes
Blank rungs could be added 1o the ladder to encourage student indtiative in adding
additional items 1o the ladder.
5 could be invited to take
f the Rankin dider

and revision

fn 1Srarth Shes reech

Further Information JU ﬂlD%
Further reading and support on implementing L P

oT leachers
this strategy s available on wWww.jct.ie







Placemat

This activity gives all students the opportunity to
work individually, to share ideas and learn from
each other in a cooperative small-group
discussion

Divide students into small groups of 4, around a sheet of A3

Students indiidually write down answers to a preplanned question in their own
saction on the paper (atematively students could consider 4 different aspects of
one question

Students then take turns to share ideas i discovering commaon elements which
can be written in the cenire of the chart.

Students engage in a discussion with all group membsers to reach consensus on a
group answer.

A ranking ladder is a graphic organser with 3 or 4 rungs. Stedents place the most
irmpaortant point agreed by the group an the top rung, the second on the next
rung and so on

The growp rank their answers in the centre of the placemat.

Students should be encouraged to actively listen and take notes & each group's
placemat is presented

For further sharing, the placemats could be hung on the classoom wall or stu-
dents could take phaotos of them to support homework and revision.

Divide a blank sheet of paper into sections equal to the number of students in the
group. Yhile 4 i ideal, 3 or 5 would also waork

fzsign group noles e.g. timekesper, reporter, etc. Be specific with your time.
Highlight that in the first part of 2 Placemat students wiork indeeadually.

hove around each group to ensure they are on tazk.

Further Information
Further reading and support on implemeniting
this strategy is available on wanar jct.ie

Key Skills

» Managing information
amd thinking
Managing myself
Communicating
Working with others
Beimg literate

Being creative

Resources

» Placemat template
» Markers

» EBlutack

Arrange students im groups of 4

Assessment

Assess for understanding by
listening to student

Supporting Homework

& tiraith ShibGearach d
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Key Skills

hanaging information
and thinking

hanaging miysetf
Being literate
This strategy serves several purposes: it elicits prior
knowledge of the text, it sets a purpose for

reading and it helps students monitor their

comprehension.
uld be

By being aware of students' interests and prior tudents
knowledge the teacher has the ability to create their copies}
projects and assignments that are challenging and

that the students will enjoy. A KWL chart is a tool

that can be used to inform teaching as well as

guide student learning.

Mo specific room layout required

Choose a topecitext

Agk the students to brainstoom words, tenms or phirases that they assooiate with
the topic. The students record these in the K column of the KWL chart.

Mext, ask students what they want to kearn about the topic. This is recorded in the

W column. if the students respond with a statemant turn them inte questions
before reconding them in the W column

‘Whille engaging with the topictext the students find the answers to the guestions
in their W column. Students can fill out their L columns either during or after

completing the taskfopic.
Finally, discuss the information that students recorded in the L colurmn. ‘“"j et

ctiom informalby.
Have students nplete the Know

& ar 7 5 e lesson is
.I_iFIS Tlll shied. Did tht‘ student

#  Come prepared with your oswn guestions to add to the W column. ouw might
wiant students to focus on ideas on which the studients’ questions are not likely to
focus on.
Encourage students to explain their wordsfassociations especially vague ones and
ask "what made you think of that®*
In addition o answering the W column questions, encourage students to write
anything they found espedally interesting in the L column, using a star to
differentiate them from the things they have leamed.
There are many KWL charts online, KWL Creator & an example of KWL the student at thie beginning of the mext
can complete online BS50T.

An 15Eth Shlistarach d

Further information _Jur] |D%
Further reading and support on implementing f

ar teachers
this strategy is available on Wi jct. ie







Key Skills

*
..-|I|.:| thin g

Diamond 9

hManaging myself
Communicating

Being literate

This is a collaborative strategy to help students
prioritise key factors.

create

cing with others

Resources

» Diamond 9 Termplate

e List of factors

Dvide the dass into groups of 4 (groups of 3 and 5 abso work)

Aszign these roles: Recorder, Time Keeper, Reporter & Manager. Room Layout

The maost important factors are placed towards the top of the ‘diamond’ and the

|east important factors tosards the bottom. Arrange groups of 4 {or 3 or 5) at
Factors of equal importance are placed on the same row. each desk

Students agree on factor placement and explain their reasoning

The recorder keeps notes for the group, the manager enswres the group stays on

task and that everyone has an input, the reporter gives feedback to the dass on

the group's decisions.

- Students explain their reas
Ti ps for the arrangement of fa

the diamomnd

Students should be encouraged to compare diagrams. Groups should be able to
justify the placing of a particular factor

Al top factors could be tallied up, thus identifying the most important factor for
the whole dass (Being numerate)

The maost important step & to review the students’ responses. The information

gathered can be wed to inform future lessons.

Alloww time fior discussion with students Suppnrtmg Homework
Remind Time Keepers to focus on more than just the end time.

Blank templates could be A3 and laminated to be used in future lessons.

An image of each final diamond could be taken using a phone or a tablet and

emailed‘uplosded for students’ future use.

By way of variation the students can be give more or less than 9 factors, or they

can be given blank cards whereby they can introduce a factor of their own.

Arn Fhrarth Shianesrsch

Further information _J U f"IID

Further reading and support on implermenting
this strateqy is available on www.jctie
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