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1. What is effective teaching and learning?  

 

2. How are we supporting teaching, learning and assessment in our 

schools?  
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3. Engaging with the Principles of Junior Cycle:  

 

Choose two which you think are most related to teaching and learning? Why did 

you choose them? Discuss at your table. 
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4. Reflect on the video footage (CBA: oral communication) and document what 

changes may have happened in the teachers’ classroom practice to bring the 

students to this point in their learning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What is formative and summative assessment?  

Formative  Summative  
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6. An overview of the LAOS Quality Framework 2016 is detailed below. Take 
some time to read down through your given Domain. Reflect on the CBA video 
footage.  
Underline where you see evidence of the Standards in the CBA footage.  
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7. Which learning outcomes from the Oral Strand of the English Specification were 

being assessed in the English 2nd year CBA video?  

 

 

Learning outcomes:  
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8. What impact will working with learning outcomes have on teachers’ practices?  

 

9. What impact will working with learning outcomes have on subject department 

planning?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning questions for subject department meetings:  

• What do we want the students to learn?  
 

• How will we know if they have learned it?  
 

• What will we do if they have not learned it?  
 

• How can we provide extended learning opportunities for students who have 
mastered the content?  
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10. Read the extract from the Framework for Junior Cycle 2015 and answer the 

questions below:  

 

 

What is a SLAR meeting?  

 

What purpose does it serve?   
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11. Subject Learning and Assessment Review meetings:Please read the features of 

quality for the oral communication classroom based assessment. They are found in the 

English Assessment Guidelines.  

 

Deciding on the level of achievement  

When using the Features of Quality to assess the level of student achievement in a Classroom-Based 
Assessment, teachers use ‘on-balance’ judgement. Features of Quality are set out for each of four 
level descriptors – Exceptional, Above expectations, In line with expectations, and Yet to meet 
expectations. While it is anticipated that most student work would be judged to be In line with 
expectations or Above expectations and that much less would be judged as Exceptional or Yet to 
reach expectations, it is not envisaged that schools would limit the allocation of students to the four 
level descriptors based on a fixed quota system. The decisions about which descriptors are 
appropriate would be based on the teacher coming to a judgement about the student’s work 
matched against the Features of Quality. While it should be noted that none of the descriptors imply 
faultless achievement, evidence of work for the award of Exceptional should closely match the 
criteria for that level within the Features of Quality. 
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The SLAR Meeting:  

Each table is asked to watch the video with one of the following lens:  

1. Teachers’ Engagement & Consensus 

2. Features of Quality  

3. Facilitator’s Role 

4. Potential Challenges 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Discuss your observations at your table. 
 

12: What are the potential benefits to collaboration?  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Next steps:  
13: Examine the statements detailed in the LAOS Quality Framework 2016 

regarding promoting a culture of collaboration. 
Take time to read what is outlined in the statements of effective practice.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

Focus on one 
aspect of the 

statements and 
think how you 

might put it into 
practice in your 

school?  
Share at your 

table. 
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Aspect of the statement Action in school  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Taking stock:      Where is your school in the process?  
 

• Points to note?  

• Actions to be taken?  

• Conversations to be had?  
 

Session 1 JC framework: Teaching, Learning and Assessment  Next Steps?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 2 Specifications, learning outcomes and subject planning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 3 Professional time, Collaboration and SLAR meetings  
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Contact details 

Administrative Office: 

Monaghan Ed. Centre,  

Armagh Road,  

Monaghan. 

www.metc.ie 

 

Director’s Office: 

LMETB,  

Chapel Street,  

Dundalk. 

 

 

For all queries please contact  info@jct.ie 

 

@JCforTeachers  Follow us on Twitter 

 

www.jct.ie     www.jctregistration.ie 

www.juniorcycle.ie    www.ncca.ie 

www.curriculumonline.ie   www.schoolself-evaluation.ie 

To provide feedback please visit  http://jctregistration.ie/Feedback 

Click on Feedback (as below), enter your school Roll-number and follow 

feedback prompts 
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