
 

 

Terminology Definition Example 

Specification 
 

A subject or short course 
specification details the 

intended learning 
outcomes, and how they 

can be achieved and 
demonstrated. The 

specification outlines 
how the learning in any 

subject or short course is 
linked to particular 

statements of learning 
and key skills. 

 

 



 

 

Terminology Definition Example 

Primary source Primary sources are 
sources, physical or 
conceptual, that are 

viewed in their original 
state and are not filtered 
through another person’s 

interpretation of them. 

 

 



 

 

Terminology Definition Example 

Visual Art 
Sketchpad 

A physical collection of 
ideas, processes and 
work, in physical or 

digital form (or a 
combination of both). 

 
 

 



 

Terminology Definition Example 

Learning Outcomes Learning outcomes are 
statements in curriculum 
specifications to describe 

the knowledge,  
understanding, skills and 
values students should 
be able to demonstrate 

after a period of learning. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

  

Terminology Definition Example 

Learning Intention Is a statement by the 
teacher, that describes 

clearly what the teacher 
wants the students to 

know, understand and be 
able to do as a result of 
learning and teaching 

activities. 

‘We are learning to 
explore mark-making 

techniques using a range 
of media’  

 
 ‘We are learning to look 

at, respond to and 
evaluate relevant art 

work’ 



 

 

Terminology Definition Example 

Success Criteria These are linked to 
learning intentions. They 

are developed by the 
teacher and/or the 

student and describe 
what success looks like. 
They help the teacher 
and student to make 

judgements about the 
quality of student 

learning. 
 
 
 
 

SC1 Demonstrated 
 confidence in expressing 
line through a variety of 

media 
 

SC2 Analysed a primary 
source identifying line, 

tone, shape and pattern. 
 

SC3 Created a range of 
compositions using 
different grounds. 

 
 



 

Terminology Definition Example 

Formative 
Assessment 

 

The process of seeking 
and interpreting evidence 

for use by learners and 
their teachers to decide: 

 
Where the learners are in 

their learning 
Where they need to go in 

their learning 
How best to get there. 

 
 

 
   



Terminology Definition Example 

Classroom-Based 
Assessments 

(CBA’s) 
 

Classroom-Based 
Assessments are best 

described as the 
occasions when the 
teacher assesses the 
students using the 

specific tasks set out in 
the subject specification. 

 

 

 



Terminology Definition Example 

Features of Quality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teachers use the….to 
decide the level of 

achievement in each 
Classroom-Based 

Assessment. They are the 
criteria that will be used 

to assess the student 
work as best fitting one 

of four Descriptors. 
 
 

 

 



Terminology Definition Example 

Subject Learning 
and Assessment 
Review (SLAR) 

Meetings 

Following the completion 
of a Classroom-Based 

Assessment, teachers will 
engage in review 

meetings, where they will 
share and discuss 
samples of their 

assessments of student 
work and build common 
understanding about the 

quality of student 
learning. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Terminology Definition Example 

Art or Fine Art Is the expression of 
creative skill in a visual 

form. It emphasises 
ideas, feelings and visual 

qualities through 
imaginative and/or 

technical skill. Apart from 
the creation of artworks, 
fine art also encompasses 
the study of art through 
appreciation and critical 

discussion. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 

 



Terminology Definition Example 

Craft Is the application of a 
range of particular artistic 

skills and knowledge to 
produce artefacts of 

aesthetic worth. With an 
emphasis on processes 

and materials, the 
artefacts created may 

represent either 
traditional crafts or a 

more individual approach 
by the craftsperson. 

 
 
 

  

 



Terminology Definition Example 

Design Is the process of 
planning, problem-

solving and creating. It 
can be a response to a 

brief, a need or a 
situation. Emphasising 

the process of planning, 
problem-solving and 

completion, with drawing 
as a means of thinking, 
formal visual elements 

and imagery are used to 
communicate messages 

and ideas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Terminology Definition Example           

The Five Elements 
of 

Visual Art 

To give further emphasis to the 
integrated nature of learning, 
the outcomes for each strand 
are grouped by reference to 

five elements: 
 

• Critical and Visual Language 
• Drawing 
• Visual Culture & Appreciation 
• Art Elements & Design 

Principles 
• Media 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Terminology Definition Example 

Descriptors There are four level 
descriptors of 

achievement in each 
Classroom-Based 

Assessment:  
 

Exceptional 
Above expectations 

In line with expectations 
Yet to meet 

expectations. 

 



 

Terminology Definition Example 

Summative 
Assessment 

It is used to evaluate 
student learning at 

the end of the 
instructional process 

or of a period of 
learning. 

 

 


