
Supporting Successful Student Research in the Business Studies Classroom

DDeecciiddee  oonn  RReesseeaarrcchh  GGooaallss
Develop your research question.

How will you source your information? 
Have you considered all pprriimmaarryy//

sseeccoonnddaarryy  rreesseeaarrcchh options available?
Plan your research to meet your deadline

and to help focus your work.
How will you keep track of the
information that you find?

CCoonndduucctt  RReesseeaarrcchh
Develop your search terms 

or priorities.
For primary research, consider using both
open and closed questions and test your

research tool.
Are you finding the information that you

need? Do you need to change your
terms/questions?

Remember to keep a record of all
your sources of information.

CChheecckk  RReelliiaabbiilliittyy
How reliable are your sources 

of information?
Could your source be biased?

Can you verify your findings using
another source?

How up-to-date is your information?

EEvvaalluuaattee  FFiinnddiinnggss
What are the key findings from 

your research? 
Do the findings answer your 

research question? 
Have you referenced all your sources?
What evidence can you include from

your research?

When Researching Online:
Use the 'safe search' setting on your

chosen search engine. 

Be clear about the purpose of your
research.

Develop specific search terms to guide 
targeted searches.

Be sure to verify your findings by
sourcing information from more than one

source.

Recognise that some websites may be
biased and ensure that you cater for this.

@JCforTeachers
@jct_Business

Before you
start . . .

CChheecckkiinngg  PPrriioorr  KKnnoowwlleeddggee
What do I already know about the topic?
Am I biased about this topic?

DDeecciiddiinngg  WWhhaatt  ttoo  SShhaarree
How will I use my findings?
How will I share my findings with others?

After you
finish . . .
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